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OST – Office of the Secretary of Transportation

OMB – Office of Management & Budget – President
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EO – Executive Order
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• PHMSA is seeking public comment on whether applying 
the integrity management program (IMP) requirements, 
or elements of IMP, to areas beyond current high 
consequence areas (HCAs) would mitigate the need for 
class location requirements for gas transmission 
pipelines.

• Substituting an IM approach for the use of class 
locations would allow the operation of the pipeline at 
higher pressures while conducting integrity inspections 
and remediation to maintain safety.
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• This rulemaking would require excess flow valves 
(EFVs) be installed in all new and renewed gas service 
lines, for structures other than single family dwellings, 
when the operating conditions are compatible with 
readily available valves. 

• These changes would be in response to NTSB and 
PHMSA investigations of current EFV installation 
practices.
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PA12 – Polyamides
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• Exposed Petroleum Pipeline from September Flooding in the 
Loyalsock Watershed in Lycoming County, Pa.
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• Exposed Petroleum Pipeline from September Flooding in the 
Loyalsock Watershed in Lycoming County, Pa.
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• The TDW LRC is a hinged split sleeve that is designed 
to fit around the damaged area of the affected pipe and 
provide a sealing barrier to arrest leaking product.  

• The seal is activated when applied pressure from bolts 
causes the internal seal to encapsulate the leak.  

• TDW specifies that this clamp provides temporary 
repair only when it is bolted closed.  

• TDW designates the LRC as a permanent repair when 
it is welded shut; this is analogous to a full 
encirclement welded split sleeve with welded ends 
(e.g., B-Type Sleeve).  

• The LRC may leak when it is installed in the bolted-
closed position.  According to TDW, when the LRC is 
completely welded shut the defective seal is 
encapsulated and no leakage is expected. 
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• Remember this could have an effect on IM programs, 
operator should verify if they have any.  
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• Though this was an oil spill, the bulletin affects both gas and 
liquid operators. It is focused on improving programs that are 
directly connected to the operators’ IM programs.
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• To ensure adequate leak detection coverage during transient 
operations and assess the performance of their leak 
detection systems following a product release to identify and 
implement improvements as appropriate

• Strong public awareness and education programs can help 
shorten incident response times and improve overall incident 
response.
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