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Regulatory Reform — July 1, 20235

* 25 separate rulemaking actions
* 2 - FR — Final Rule (technical corrections)
* 17 - DFR — Direct Final Rule
* 6 - NPRM — Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
3 DFRs Withdrawn 


Updated Standards - IBR

» ASME B31.8 (2018) — Effective: July 1, 2025
- ASME B31.8S (2018) — Effective July 1, 2025

* MAOP Reconfirmation — Effective Oct 9, 2025



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
History:
PHMSA  Published a final rule (amendment 192-135) on April 29, 2024, effective date was June 28th, 2024. This amendment updated the IBR edition of many documents/standards. B31.8S 2018  was not included in this because of pending litigation at that time. 
 Amendment 192-137 was published on July 1, 2025  to provide technical amendments to that final rule. These technical amendments included updates to the “approved  list of sections the standards would be used for with B31.8 and the amdt added B318S 2018 edition  as the previous pending litigation had been resolved  These technical amendments also respond to a Petition for Reconsideration filed on May 29, 2024, by  
Interstate Natural Gas Association of America (INGAA), 
the American Public Gas Association (APGA),
 the American Gas Association (AGA), 
the American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM), 
the Liquid Energy Pipeline Association (LEPA), 
and the American Petroleum Institute (API) (collectively, the Petitioners) submitted a Petition for Reconsideration of the Periodic Standards Update 1 Rule.(6) The Petitioners asked PHMSA to reconsider its decision not to incorporate the 2018 ASME B31.8S by reference into §§ 192.714(d)(1), 192.933(d)(1), and 192.933(d)(2)(iv). 

Amendment 192-137 revised paragraph C(5) Adding an additional code section to the IBR approved for list for ASME B31.8 2018 edition. §192.911(m) elements of IM `plan (communication plan) was added. initially per Amdt 135 only sections 192.112(b) & 192.619(a) were listed IBR approved for sections. Paragraph C(6) was also revised in section 192.7 This added the 2018 edition of B31.8S as the IBR standard. Also updated the IBR approved for sections list. IBR section(s) removed:
§192.907 intro text
§192.911(k) through (m)
IBR section(s) added:
§192.714(d) – remediation of certain conditions
§192.933(d) – requirements for remediation

MAOP reconfirmation: 
PHMSA published amdt 192-155,  Docket No. PHMSA-2025-0117 with effective date Oct 9, 2025 as a final rule; technical correction  to clarify that certain recently adopted recordkeeping requirements in 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 192.517(a) do not apply retroactively to pressure testing predating Federal Pipeline Safety Regulations (PSR, 49 CFR parts 190-199) when determining whether an operator is required to reconfirm the maximum allowable operating pressure (MAOP) of a gas transmission line under 49 CFR 192.624(a)(1) (84 FR 52180 (Oct. 1, 2019), 85 FR 40132 (Jul. 1, 2020)).
New language 
§ 192.624(a)(1) Records necessary to establish the MAOP in accordance with § 192.619(a)(2), including records required by § 192.517(a) for testing conducted pursuant to subpart J of this part, are not traceable, verifiable, and complete and the pipeline is located in one of the following locations:…





=
Class Location Change

e Effective March 16, 2026

* Purpose: To allow risk-based practices following a class
location change.

*$192.611(a)(4) to provide a risk-based process for class
change



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Docket No. PHMSA–2017-0151
Amdt. No. 192-155
Published: January 14, 2026
Effective Date: March 16, 2026
Purpose: PHMSA has granted special permits for more than two decades allowing operators to use an integrity-management-based alternative. This final rule adopts that `IM alternative' by regulation to provide operators with an additional method for confirming or restoring the MAOP of certain eligible segments that experience class location changes.

New definitions
Eligible Class 3 inspection area
Eligible Class 3 segment
Additional paragraph in §192.611(a)(4) to provide a risk-based process for class change
New process in §192.903 High consequence area definition to address the changes in §192.611(a)(4)

Section 192.611 prescribes certain requirements that apply to pipeline segments that experience class location changes. If a change in class location occurs and the established MAOP of a segment produces a hoop stress that is not commensurate with the new class location, § 192.611(a) requires the operator to confirm or to revise the MAOP of that segment using certain methods. Three of those methods have been authorized under § 192.611(a)(1)-(3) since the adoption of the original Federal Pipeline Safety Regulations in 1970. The final rule adds a fourth method to § 192.611(a)(4) to allow operators to confirm the MAOP of certain eligible segments in Class 3 locations using a new IM alternative.
Operators may only use § 192.611(a)(4) to confirm the MAOP of an eligible Class 3 segment as defined in § 192.3. Operators must use one of the three other methods authorized in § 192.611(a)(1)-(3) to confirm or to revise the MAOP of a pipe or segment with an excluded characteristic. Operators may also replace the pipe or segment to establish an MAOP that is commensurate with the present class location.



Standards Update

Multiple Standards have been updated through several rulemakings

 Standards Set 1: Published April 2024, Effective June 2024
 Standards Set 2: Published August 2025, Effective January 2026
 Standards Set 3: Published July 2025, Effective January 2026
 Standards Set 4: Published April 2026, Effective January 2027
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PHMSA incorporates more than 80 industry standards by reference into the PSRs; however, many standards become outdated over time as new editions become available.

Periodic Standards update set 1: Amdt 192-135 published April 29, 2024, effective date was June 28, 2024

Periodic Standards update set 2: Amdt 192-156 Published August 21, 2025, Effective January 10, 2026

Periodic Standards Update set 3: 


Incorporated by Reference

- ASTM A578/A578M (192-147)
- API RP1170 (192-141)

- APIRP1171 (192-141)

» API SPEC 6D (192-140)

« ASTM A381/A381M (192-143)
« ASTM A53/A53M (192-142)

- ASTM F1973 (192-150)

- ASTM F2145 (192-144)
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« ASTM F2600 (192-1
- ASTM F2767 (192-1
- ASTM F2817 (192-1
» ASTM F2945 (192-1

« NFPA 70 (192-151)
» PPI TR-3 (192-152)
e PPI TR-4 (192-153)

45)
46)
48)
49)


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NPRM published 8/29/2022
Final rule Published 8/21/2025 amdt 191-37, 192-156, 195-117
Effective 1/10/26

ASTM A578/A578M - Standard Specification for Straight-Beam Ultrasonic Examination of Rolled Steel Plates for Special Applications.
API RP1170 - UGGS
API RP1171 - UGGS
API SPEC 6D - Valves
ASTM A381/A381M - longitudinal joint factor for design formula
ASTM A53/A53M - Standard Specification for Pipe, Steel, Black and Hot-Dipped, Zinc-Coated, Welded and Seamless,
ASTM F1973 – anodeless risers
ASTM F2145 - PA11 mechanical fittings
ASTM F2600 - Requirements and test methods for PA11 electrofusion fittings
ASTM F2767 - requirements and test methods for PA12 electrofusion fittings
ASTM F2817 – PVC Fittings
ASTM F2945 - PA11 pipe, tubing, and fittings
NFPA 70 – Electrical for compressor stations
PPI TR-3 – Procedures to develop HDB’s for Plastic
PPI TR-4 – Listing of resins




Incorporated by Reference (192-156)

* ASME B16.40-2019 * ASTM F1055-16a
 ANSI/ASNT ILI-PQ-2017 * ASTM F1924-19

* ANSI/NACE SP0502-2010 * ASTM F1948-20

* NACE SP0102-2017 * ASTM F2620-20ae2

* ASTM A372/A372M-20el * ASTM F2785-21

* ASTM A672/A672M-19 * NFPA 30 - 2012

* ASTM D2513-20 * ASTM D638 - Removed
* ASTM D2564-20
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NPRM published 8/29/2022
Final rule Published 8/21/2025 amdt 191-37, 192-156, 195-117
Effective 1/10/26


Amendment 191-37 192-156
§ 191.9 [Amended] 
3. In § 191.9, amend paragraph (a) by removing the text “RSPA” and adding, in its place, the text “PHMSA”. 
§ 191.22 [Amended]
3. In § 191.22, amend paragraph (c)(1)(i) by removing the words “Construction of any planned rehabilitation” and adding, in their place, the words “Construction or any planned rehabilitation”.

Standards Update II
ASME B16.40-2019, “Manually Operated Thermoplastic Gas Shutoffs and Valves in Gas Distribution Systems
ANSI/ASNT ILI-PQ-2017, “In-line Inspection Personnel Qualification and Certification,” 2017 Edition
ANSI/NACE SP0502-2010, Pipeline External Corrosion Direct Assessment Methodology
NACE SP0102-2017, “In-Line Inspection of Pipelines
ASTM A372/A372M-20e1, “Standard Specification for Carbon and Alloy Steel Forgings for Thin-Walled Pressure Vessels
ASTM A672/A672M-19, “Standard Specification for Electric-Fusion-Welded Steel Pipe for High-Pressure Service at Moderate Temperatures
ASTM D2513-20, “Standard Specification for Polyethylene (PE) Gas Pressure Pipe, Tubing, and Fittings
ASTM D2564-20, “Standard Specification for Solvent Cements for Poly (Vinyl Chloride) (PVC) Plastic Piping Systems
ASTM F1055-16a, “Standard Specification for Electrofusion Type Polyethylene Fittings for Outside Diameter Controlled Polyethylene and Crosslinked Polyethylene (PEX) Pipe and Tubing
ASTM F1924-19, “Standard Specification for Plastic Mechanical Fittings for Use on Outside Diameter Controlled Polyethylene Gas Distribution Pipe and Tubing
ASTM F1948-20, “Standard Specification for Metallic Mechanical Fittings for Use on Outside Diameter Controlled Thermoplastic Gas Distribution Pipe and Tubing
ASTM F2620-20ae2, “Standard Practice for Heat Fusion Joining of Polyethylene Pipe and Fittings
ASTM F2785-21, “Standard Specification for Polyamide 12 Gas Pressure Pipe, Tubing, and Fittings
NFPA 30, “Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code,” 2021 Edition

Miscellaneous
Removing of ASTM D638, “Standard Test Method for Tensile Properties of Plastics” from § 192.7(e)(10).






Incorporated by Reference (195-117)

 API RP 652 - 2020 « ASTM A672/A672M-19
« API RP 2003 -2015  NFPA 30 — 2021 edition
+ API Spec. 12F — 13t edition (1/1/2019)

+ API 510 -10 edition (5/1/2014)

» API Std. 2510 -9 edition(Aug. 2020)

« ASME B31.4-2019

+ ASNT ILI-PQ-2017

* NACE SP0102-2017
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 195 changes also included in the 
NPRM published 8/29/2022
Final rule Published 8/21/2025
Effective 1/10/26

API RP 652-2020: Linings of Aboveground Petroleum Storage Tank Bottoms

API RP 2003-2015:Protection Against Ignitions Arising Out of Static, Lightning, and Stray Currents into § 195.405(a) which addresses protecting against ignition when performing maintenance on aboveground hazardous liquid breakout tanks.

API Spec 12F-2013:Specification for Shop Welded Tanks for Storage of Production Liquids into §§ 195.132(b); 195.205(b); 195.264(b), (e); 195.307(a); 195.565; and 195.579(d) which govern the design, construction, operation, testing, and maintenance of aboveground hazardous liquid breakout tanks

API 510 10th edition: Pressure Vessel Inspection Code: In-Service Inspection, Rating, Repair, and Alteration, including Addendum 1 (May 2017) and Addendum 2 (March 2018), into §§ 195.205(b) and 195.432(c) which govern the repair, inspection, and return to service of aboveground hazardous liquid breakout tanks. API Std 510 presents the current state of knowledge and technology applicable to the in-service alteration, inspection, repair, and rerating of steel pressure vessels, as well as the pressure-relieving devices that protect these vessels. The PSRs currently incorporate the 9th edition of this standard, which was published in 2006.

API Std 2510 9th edition: Design and construction of LPG installations

ASME B31.4 -2019: Pipeline Transportation Systems for Liquids and Slurries

ASNT ILI-PQ-2017: In-line Inspection Personnel Qualification and Certification into §§ 192.493 and 195.591 which govern in-line inspection procedures and operator qualifications. This standard applies the current state of data and technology to the qualification and certification of in-line inspection (ILI) personnel whose jobs require specific knowledge of the technical principles of ILI technologies, operations, regulatory requirements, and industry standards that are applicable to pipeline systems. The PSRs currently incorporate the 2010 edition of this standard.

NACE SP0102-2017: In-Line Inspection of Pipelines

ASTM A672/A627M-19: Standard Specification for Electric-Fusion-Welded Steel Pipe for High-Pressure Service at Moderate Temperatures

NFPA 30 2021: Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code (ANSI approved) 




DFRs - Incorporated by Reference

« NFPA 59-24 (192-157) « ASTM F2767-24 (°
- NFPA 58-24 (192-158) - ASTM D2513-24¢’

92-165)
| (192-166)

* ASTM A372/A372M-20 (192-160) <+ ASTM F1973-25 (°

92-166)

* ASTM A333/A333M-24 (192-161, <+ ASTM F1055-16a (192-167)

195-120) « NACE SP0502-2025 (192-168,
« MSS SP-75-2025 (195-121) 195-122)
« ASTM D2564-20 (192-162) « NACE SP0206-2016 (192-169)

* ASTM F2620-24 (192-163) * ASME B31.4-2022

- Withdrawn
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Direct Final Rule:  When an agency decides that a proposed rule is unnecessary because it would only relate to routine or uncontroversial matters, it may publish a direct final rule in the Federal Register. In a direct final rule, the agency states that the rule will go into effect on a certain date, unless it gets substantive adverse comments during the comment period. An agency may finalize this process by publishing in the Federal Register a confirmation that it received no adverse comments.  If adverse comments are submitted, the agency is required to withdraw the direct final rule before the effective date.  The agency may re-start the process by publishing a conventional proposed rule or decide to end the rulemaking process entirely.  




Recent Rulemaking Activities

* PAC meeting held July 30, 2026

* Discussed 13 pending regulations



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
GPAC and LPAC are Federal advisory committees that review and provide recommendations on standards affecting pipeline safety. 


Joint PAC Rule Discussions

 Rationalize Special Permit Conditions
* Integration of Innovative Remote Sensing Technologies for ROW Patrols
* Property Damage Definition for Reporting Incidents and Accidents

* Adjustment to OPID Notifications for Construction
* Timeframe to Make RMVs Operational

LIV CHECK

THE BOX'


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PHMSA is proposing to clarify that the conditions in a special permit must relate directly and substantially to the requirement in the Federal Pipeline Safety Regulations that an applicant is seeking to waive

PHMSA has in the past often imposed conditions that are not directly, or even substantially, related to the requirement in the Federal Pipeline Safety Regulations that the applicant asked to be waived. As a result of that historical practice, owners and operators of pipeline facilities are unable to predict what types of conditions will be accepted by or imposed by PHMSA in granting a special permit. These uncertain and inconsistent outcomes also discourage owners and operators from applying for special permits or from proposing conditions to address directly potential risks in their applications.

PHMSA had previously clarified in interpretation letters that unmanned aircraft systems (UAS, commonly known as drones) and satellite surveillance may satisfy patrol requirements, so long as they provide current information and imaging quality comparable to traditional aerial patrols. However, PHMSA has never clarified this explicitly in the regulation, resulting in regulatory uncertainty that discourages the adoption of cost-effective, advanced technologies

This DFR clarifies that PHMSA's right-of-way patrol requirements are technology neutral, and that remote sensing technologies, such as unmanned aerial systems and satellites, can be used for compliance purposes.

This will now be written in code. § 192.705(c) Methods of patrolling include walking, driving, flying via manned or unmanned aerial systems, imaging via satellite, or other means suitable for observing current surface conditions. 




GPAC Rule Discussions

* Exception for In-Plant Piping System
* Adjust Annual Report Deadlines
* Eliminating Limitations on Welders and Welding Operators

* Harmonize Class Location Change Pressure Test Requirements with Subpart J
Pressure Test Requirements

* Removing Unnecessary Provision for Material Properties Verification During
MAOP Reconfirmation

* Codify Enforcement Discretion on Incidental Gathering Lines

e Eliminating Burdensome and Duplicative Deadlines for Gas Pipeline Coating
Damage Assessments and Remedial Actions

* Atmospheric Corrosion Reassessments for Pipeline Replacements
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Advisory Bulletins and Alert Notices




Advisory Bulletins and Alert Notices

* ADB-2024-01 - Hard Spots
 ADB-2025-01 - PSMS

 ADB-2026-01 - DIMP Regulations
 ADB-2026-02 - Type A Repair Sleeves

* ADB-2026-03 - Extreme Winter Weather
* ADB-2026-04 - Reporting Incidents

* ADB-2026-05 — Damage Prevention

e Recission of ADB - ADB-2021-01
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
     2024-01-Hard spots PHMSA is issuing this advisory bulletin to notify pipeline owners and operators of the importance of evaluating their pipeline facilities for the existence and potential threat of hard spots in the pipe body.
     Hard spots are a localized increase in hardness produced during the hot rolling of steel plates when localized quenching of the steel occurs during manufacturing. Hard spots can become brittle over time under a range of conditions and are susceptible to cracking. Although hard spots are more prevalent in plate-formed pipe, seamless pipe can also be susceptible to hard spots

     2025-01- PSMS -PHMSA is issuing this advisory bulletin to promote the implementation of a pipeline safety management system (PSMS) by regulated pipeline owners and operators.


     2026-01 Dimp regulations: PHMSA is issuing this advisory bulletin to remind owners and operators of natural gas distribution systems of requirements under the distribution integrity management program (DIMP) regulations regarding certain plastic piping and components. 

     2026-02 Type A repair sleeves: PHMSA is issuing this advisory bulletin to highlight the integrity risks associated with using Type A sleeves to repair hazardous liquid pipelines. Type A sleeve failures have resulted in significant environmental damage and costs to the industry. Incident data suggests these failures were due to improper installation, moisture intrusion, and the selection of ineffective assessment methods. This bulletin provides specific technical details for managing the integrity of Type A sleeves

     2026-03-Extreme weather: PHMSA is issuing this advisory bulletin to all owners and operators of gas and hazardous liquid pipeline facilities to highlight safety risks associated with extreme winter weather. This includes impacts from heavy snowfall, ice expansion within pipeline facilities, flooding related to winter thaw, and frost heave resulting from sustained, unusually cold temperatures. This bulletin emphasizes the need for winterizing facilities in anticipation of cold weather events and heightened monitoring of ground movement and external loads to ensure the continued safe operation of the Nation's energy infrastructure.

     2026-04 Reporting incidents: PHMSA is issuing this advisory bulletin to remind operators of gas pipelines, underground natural gas storage (UNGS) facilities, and liquefied natural gas (LNG) facilities of their obligation to report incidents in accordance with PHMSA's incident reporting requirements.

     2026-05 Damage Prevention: PHMSA is issuing this advisory bulletin to all owners and operators of gas and hazardous liquid pipeline facilities to highlight the critical importance of excavation damage prevention during periods of significant infrastructure growth. This bulletin emphasizes the need for adherence to the Common Ground Alliance best practices, accurate and timely locating, and proactive coordination with excavators to prevent pipeline strikes. 
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